
The air 

raids 

are best 

at night.
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Once 

the 

night 

raids 

started…

I stopped 

hating 

the war.
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SIGN: GINZA MITSUKOSHISIGN: — FILM CO.

How’s the 

screenplay 

coming, 

Nomura?

We’d love 

to have 

it soon.

POSTERs: TIGER OF MALAYA / TRIUMPH IN THE EAST / BATTLE OF —

Of 

course…
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I’m 

back.

Ow… 

jeez…

I

tripped 

and 

fell.

Again?

Get any 

writing 

done?

For the 

china movie? 

How can i 

write some-

thing that'll 

never see the 

light of day?

All that 

work'll 

just go 

down the 

drain…

When 

the war 

ends.

Ouch!
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Oh no. 

Look at 

that.

Nomura 

saw—but she 

never said 

where she’d 

been…
Or who 

she’d been 

fooling 

around 

with.

He didn’t 

know, but 

he didn’t need 

to know. The 

fact was it 

didn’t matter.
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One day, 

a man came 

along and 

bought my 

freedom. 

After that, 

I started 

running 

my own 

bar.

I loved 

to dance, 

loved to 

travel…

SIGN: K. HATTORI & CO., LTD. / street sign: GINZA 4-chōme

28

Please read sample from right to left



P
O
S
TER


s
: 
S
O
N
G
S
 F

O
R
 T

HE

 S

O
LDIERS




: 
G
RAND



 C

O
N
C
O
U
RS

 /

 AERIA




L
 

DE

F
ENSE



 /

 AIR


 RAIDS




 ARE



 C

O
M
IN

G
! 
/ 

SI
G

N
: 
—
 O

U
R
 T

R
O
O
PS


Isn’t 

war 

awful?

It ruins 

all our 

fun.

We can 

still go 

to a hot 

spring.
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I was 

a slut—

I had 

affairs 

with 

most 

of my 

regulars.

Nomura 

was one 

of them.

Even 

though sex 

offered her 

no pleasure, 

she sought 

out one 

man after 

another…

As easily 

as if she 

were reach-

ing for 

another 

glass of 

water.
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My body 

is a play-

thing…

One I 

can’t 

resist 

having 

fun 

with.

But play-

ing around 

isn’t the 

same as 

love.

What 

happened to 

that guy?

Who 

do you 

mean?

You know 

the one. He 

was head 

over heels 

for you.
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He must 

have lost 

interest.

She was 

missing 

that final 

thing…

That would 

make a man 

truly fall 

for her.

You

aren’t 

heart-

broken, 

then?

Nothing 

lasts

 forever.

The men 

would move 

on at some 

point—and 

that was the 

way she pre-

ferred it.

Maybe 

it’s time 

I quit.

Getting 

liquor 

is only 

getting 

harder…

Hmm.

I  

know…

Why 

don’t we 

move in 

together?

Easy 

come,  

easy go, 

huh?
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Wh—?
A woman 

on her own? 

They’ll take 

me for the 

war effort.

Can you 

see me 

working 

in a fac-

tory?

So…a 

wife in 

name 

only?

Marriage 

is the last 

thing on 

my mind.

That 

makes 

two of 

us.

But I 

like you, 

Nomura.

…Fair 

enough.

The war will 

turn this 

whole country 

upside down 

anyway… We 

might as well 

get ahead  

of it…

And live 

like there’s 

no tomor-

row.
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For as 

long as 

the war 

lasts.

Both 

of us 

believed 

Japan 

would 

lose the 

war.

Nomura was con-

vinced that living 

together wouldn’t 

stop her from 

sleeping with 

other men from 

time to time.

I won’t 

hold you 

back. You 

can always 

leave.

That was 

how we 

began 

our life 

together.
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