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AND SO, WHEN
A-SAN INVITED ME
TO COME WORK FOR
HIM, T KNEW ONLY
JOY—THE JOY OF

A MAGGOT TURNED
INTO A FLY.

THE TRIVIAL HARDSHIPS
OF BEING AN ASSISTANT
WERE A WELCOME
REPRIEVE FROM

THE PAST.
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SUCH WAS THE DEMISE
OF THE KASHIHON ERA.
A HELL UNVISITED

BY EVEN THE
FAINTEST RAYS

OF SUNLIGHT.
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HAD I NOT
OWED THE
LANDLORD
TWO YEARS
OF RENT, HE
WOULD HAVE
SURELY KICKED
ME OUT.
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DESPAIR
FAILS TO
DESCRIBE
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WAS T AW * ! [ |‘|] ” i ll EVENTUALLY
TO LOOK ! - i T WAS FORCED
pownon Ml ' ' il TO MOVE
FLIES.. \ [ e N INTO A ROOM
' THAT WAS A

f 14 CONVERETED

TOILET.

LIVING, AS
I DID, LIKE A
WRETCHED
MAGGOT?
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1T WAS NOT

i THE SEASON

FOR FLIES, YET

i OKUDA OFTEN

SAT THERE
FLICKING HIS
SWATTER.

= HATRED OF

SEEING HIM LIKE
THAT REMINDED
ME THAT I, TOO,
ONCE SPENT
MANY A BORED
DAY SWATTING
AT FLIES.




HE'S ALL
TALK AND
NO SKILL...

A-SENSEI
SAD...

THAT'S WHAT

\ I SPENT THE
NEXT YEAR
HELPING

A-SAN WITH-

| OUTDRAWING
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A THING OF
MY OWN

BUT THE CREATIVE
BUG WOULDN'T
ALLOW ME TO

BE A MERE AS-
SISTANT, SO I
STARTED DRAWING

TIME, T WOULD
CALL ON OKUDA
TO SEE HOW HE
WHICH WAS
NOT WELL.

FROM TIME TO
WAS HOLDING UP...
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THAT REMINDS ME...
IT WAS DURING

I WAS SURPRISED
TO HEAR OKUDA

i THAT VISIT THAT FLATTER MY
} OKUDA RECOM- WORK, SINCE
(i} MEND I READ NO ONE ELSE
Hi OGAWA KUNIO'S UNDERSTOOD
NOVELS... WHAT I'D BEEN

TRYING TO DO.
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HOW LITTLE OGAWA WAS
DID I REALIZE STILL PRETTY
HOW SPOT-ON MUCH A NOBODY

HIS OPINIONS _ — BACK THEN.
ON ART WERE. % - T WASN'T
_——- INTERESTED IN

NOBODIES, SO T
IGNORED OKUDA'S
RECOMMENDATION...

HE SAID HE WHAT DO YOU
WANTED THINK HE'S
TO TRY PLANNING ON
WRITING. DOING FOR

MONEY?




IF MONEY'S A
PROBLEM, THEN
YOU MIGHT AS
WELL GET A JOB
DOING SOMETHING
EASIER AND LESS

RIGHT?

STRESSFUL,

NO MAN
SHOULD
SUBJECT
HIMSELF
TO SUCH
SUFFER-

I SHOULDN'T
BE SAYING
THIS TO
YOU GUYS.
YOU JUST
STARTED
WORKING
THERE,
AFTER

A-SENSEI IS
TEACHING
ME A LOT.

YEAH,

GETHER.
CAREER?!

AS LONG AS

SO I DON'T

I CAN EAT, REALLY
THAT'S SAT- DON'T MIND
ISFACTION WORKING
ENOUGH FOR SOME-

ONE ELSE.

YOU BASICALLY

CON- WELL... PIONEERED
SIDERED PEOPLE RE- SELF-EXPRESSION
QUIT- ALLY HATED IN MANGA.
TING / THOSE WHY WOULD
COMICS STORIES. YOU WORK
ALTO- FOR SOMEONE

ELSE AT THIS
POINT IN YOUR

I'M FINE
WITH
WORKING

“THE GIRL OF
THE SWAMP"
“THE SPARROW"..
THOSE STO-
RIES WERE
AMAZING!
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I SPENT THREE
WHOLE YEARS
WORKING FOR
A-SAN... THREE
WHOLE YEARS
DRAWING HIS

COMICS...
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BUT THAT'S ALL
IT IS—TALK—
AS LONG YOU'RE
DRAWING FOR
SOMEONE ELSE
AND NOT
YOURSELF.

AND FOR WHAT?
WHAT'S THE
POINT SPENDING
YOUR LIFE COPY-
ING SOMEONE
ELSE'S WORK?




AS IT SO ', /// A MANGA
HAPPENSS, THANKS FOR i / ASSISTANT
HE QUIT EVERYTHING o’ WITH AN
THE STUDIO YOU'VE DONE ENGLISH
SOON AFTER FOR ME.. ——— DEGREE WAS
T JOINED. CERTAINLY

NOT COMMON.
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ONE DAY, A-SAN'S
DISCIPLE KIYAMA
AND T VISITED
OKUDA AT HIS
APARTMENT

TO SEE HOW

HE WAS DOING. !
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I HAD BEEN DRAWING
FOR THE RENTAL
KASHIHON MARKET
FOR SOME TIME...
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AS WE TALKED AIMLESSLY
ABOUT THIS AND THAT,
MEMORIES OF WHEN

I FIRST MET OKUDA CAME
RUSHING BACK TO ME.

HE'S
GOTTEN
QUITE
FAMOUS...

I HAVEN'T
SEEN
A-SAN IN
FOREVER,
EITHER.
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;“HJ. OKUDA WORKED THERE
I T0O, THOUGH MOST
Il OF THe TimE He sAT
AT HIS DESK READING

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

NEWSPAPERS.
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BUT WAS
PENNILESS AND
MISERABLE, SO
I TOOK UP A
JOB HELPING
A-SAN WITH
HIS COMICS.




OH, SORRY TO
IT'S NO SHOW UP
PROBLEM OUT OF THE

BLUE LIKE

THIS.

HEY, SHINICHI.
GO BUY US
SOME TSUKIDANI
FOR OUR

IT'S FINE.
JUST GO LOOK,

OH,
I'M GOOD.
BESIDES,
THERE'S
NO STORES
NEARBY...

IT'S LIKE 10 IN THAT CASE,
MINUTES GO TOWARD
ANYWAY, THE TRAIN
THOUGH... STATION.
THERE'S

SOME SHOPS




I WAS
THINKING
ABOUT YOU
ALL OF A
SUDDEN...

SINCE THE WEATHER WAS HOW MANY YEARS
NICE, WHY NOT? SO I TOOK HAD IT BEEN SINCE
HIM TO THE RIVER BANK. I LAST SAW OKUDA,

I WONDER..?

AT ANY RATE,
HE'D BROUGHT A
BOTTLE OF SAKE
AND INVITED ME
TO HAVE A DRINK
WITH HIM.
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PLEASE READ BOOK FROM RIGHT TO LEFT

AS T WAS
PUTTING UP
THE CARP
WINDSOCKS...

IT WAS
MAY 5TH,
BOY’S DAY.

ALONG Ll ey
CAME MY
OLD FRIEND,

LONG TIME
NO SEE.
HOW ARE




