
ARE YOU TALKINGARE YOU TALKING
ABOUT ERRORS INABOUT ERRORS IN

THE TAX RECORDS?THE TAX RECORDS?

DO YOU HAVEDO YOU HAVE
EVIDENCE? EVIDENCE? 

THIS IS WHAT THIS IS WHAT 
I MEAN.I MEAN.

THE TAX RECORDS COME THE TAX RECORDS COME 
FROM THE MAGISTRATE. FROM THE MAGISTRATE. 

WHEN TAXES ARE ENTERED WHEN TAXES ARE ENTERED 
THEY ARE CONFIRMED. THEY ARE CONFIRMED. 

                         SO WHAT’S THE                          SO WHAT’S THE 
                           COMPLAINT?                           COMPLAINT?

IF YOU HAVE IF YOU HAVE 
THIS SO-CALLED THIS SO-CALLED 
EVIDENCE, TAKE EVIDENCE, TAKE 

IT TO THE IT TO THE 
MAGISTRATE.MAGISTRATE.

BUT YOU’LL BUT YOU’LL 
PROBABLY BEPROBABLY BE

PUNISHED.PUNISHED.

HEY, SHŌSUKE! HEY, SHŌSUKE! 
I'VE GOT A JOB I'VE GOT A JOB 

FOR YOU. COME FOR YOU. COME 
WITH ME AND WE'LL WITH ME AND WE'LL 

DISCUSS.DISCUSS.
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SOME-SOME-
THING IS THING IS 

NOT RIGHT.NOT RIGHT.

BUT WE BUT WE 
DON’T HAVE DON’T HAVE 
ANY PROOF.ANY PROOF.

CHŌBEI CHŌBEI 
IS DEAD.IS DEAD.

WE'LL NEED WE'LL NEED 
A NEW REPRE-A NEW REPRE-

SENTATIVE.SENTATIVE.

WE CAN'T WE CAN'T 
LET THE LET THE 

HEADMAN HEADMAN 
CHOOSE.CHOOSE.

WE SHOULD WE SHOULD 
BE THE ONES BE THE ONES 
TO DECIDE.TO DECIDE.

BUT BUT 
HOW?HOW?

 RUMOR HAS  RUMOR HAS 
IT THAT THE IT THAT THE 

KID, SHŌSUKE, KID, SHŌSUKE, 
KNOWS EVERY-KNOWS EVERY-

THING.THING.

LET’S LET’S 
TALKTALK
TO HIM.TO HIM.

HEADMAN,HEADMAN,
 WHAT IS WHAT IS

 IT? IT?

ARE YOU ARE YOU 
FAMILIAR FAMILIAR 

WITH TAMATE WITH TAMATE 
VILLAGE?VILLAGE?

I AM. IT'S A MOUNTAIN HAMLET I AM. IT'S A MOUNTAIN HAMLET 
UP NORTH, KNOWN FOR IT'S SILK-UP NORTH, KNOWN FOR IT'S SILK-

WORM FARMS.WORM FARMS.



 THAT’S IT.  THAT’S IT. 
I WANT YOU I WANT YOU 

TO GO THERE TO GO THERE 
FOR ME.FOR ME.

YOU WANT YOU WANT 
ME TO GO ME TO GO 
ALONE?ALONE?

NO, OF NO, OF 
COURSE NOT. COURSE NOT. 
TŌJŪRŌ WILL TŌJŪRŌ WILL 

JOIN YOU.JOIN YOU.

AND AND 
WHY?WHY?

      THEY DON'T HAVE VERY         THEY DON'T HAVE VERY   
   GOOD FARMING LAND BUT    GOOD FARMING LAND BUT 
HAVE MADE A GO OF THESE HAVE MADE A GO OF THESE 
       SILKWORMS.       SILKWORMS.

SO WE SO WE 
COULD COULD 
AS WELL?AS WELL?

I'M THINKING IF I'M THINKING IF 
TAMATE CAN DO TAMATE CAN DO 
WELL WE CAN DO WELL WE CAN DO 
EVEN BETTER.EVEN BETTER.

BASICALLY, BASICALLY, 
YOU AND I ARE YOU AND I ARE 

GOING TO LEARN GOING TO LEARN 
HOW TO RAISE HOW TO RAISE 

SILKWORMS.SILKWORMS.

I’M EAGER I’M EAGER 
TO GO…TO GO…

I’VE ALREADY I’VE ALREADY 
SPOKEN TO THE SPOKEN TO THE 

HEADMAN THERE. HEADMAN THERE. 
LEAVE RIGHT AWAY.LEAVE RIGHT AWAY.

OH… OH… 
TONIGHT?TONIGHT?

YES. THE SOONER THE YES. THE SOONER THE 
BETTER. IF WE CAN START BETTER. IF WE CAN START 

CULTIVATING SILK THIS CULTIVATING SILK THIS 
VILLAGE WILL PROSPER. VILLAGE WILL PROSPER. 

YES,YES,
I SEE.I SEE.



GOOD IDEA!GOOD IDEA!
WE’LL BE WE’LL BE 

KILLING TWO KILLING TWO 
BIRDS WITH BIRDS WITH 
ONE STONE.ONE STONE.

TAMATE IS IN DISAR-TAMATE IS IN DISAR-
RAY. WHO KNOWS RAY. WHO KNOWS 

WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN 
TO SHŌSUKE.TO SHŌSUKE.

WE’REWE’RE
ALMOSTALMOST
THERE.THERE.

IT’S ALL IT’S ALL 
MOUN-MOUN-
TAINS.TAINS.

SHŌSUKE, SHŌSUKE, 
I’M TIRED… I’M TIRED… 
LET’S TAKE LET’S TAKE 

A REST.A REST.

BUT WE BUT WE 
WON’T  MAKE WON’T  MAKE 

IT UNTIL IT UNTIL 
MORNING.MORNING.

IF WE’RE  TIRED IF WE’RE  TIRED 
WHEN WE GET WHEN WE GET 
THERE, WE THERE, WE 
WON’T BE ABLE WON’T BE ABLE 
TO DO ANY-TO DO ANY-
THING.THING.
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HERE, HERE, 
EAT.EAT.

BUT THAT'S BUT THAT'S 
A SEKIHAN A SEKIHAN 
RICEBALL.RICEBALL.

CAN I REALLY CAN I REALLY 
HAVE IT?HAVE IT?

OF COURSE. OF COURSE. 
IF ONLY WE IF ONLY WE 

HAD WATER…HAD WATER…

 I’LL  I’LL 
FIND FIND 

SOME.SOME.

BE BE 
QUICK.QUICK.

HERE’S HERE’S 
SOMESOME

CLEAN CLEAN 
WATER!WATER!

WHAT’S WHAT’S 
THIS? LOOKS THIS? LOOKS 

LIKE  FURNI-LIKE  FURNI-
TURE.TURE.



THAT THAT 
SMELL…?SMELL…?

SAKE SAKE 
CASKS. WHAT CASKS. WHAT 
HAPPENED?HAPPENED?

WHAT WHAT 
TOOK YOU TOOK YOU 
SO LONG?SO LONG?

YEAH, YEAH, 
SORRY.SORRY.

WHAT’S WHAT’S 
THAT SMELL? THAT SMELL? 

HAVE YOU HAVE YOU 
BEEN…?BEEN…?

NO, NO.NO, NO.
SOMETHING’SSOMETHING’S
GOING ON…GOING ON…

WHAT?WHAT?FISH ARE DYING AND FISH ARE DYING AND 
THERE’S A LOT OF SAKE THERE’S A LOT OF SAKE 
AND FURNITURE…AND FURNITURE…

WHAT’S  WHAT’S  
THAT?THAT?

LOOKS LIKE LOOKS LIKE 
TORCHES.TORCHES.
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STRANGE! STRANGE! 
SOMETHING’S SOMETHING’S 

HAPPENED!HAPPENED!

THIS THIS 
IS NO IS NO 
JOKE.JOKE.

NEXT TARGET NEXT TARGET 
IS LUMBER IS LUMBER 
MERCHANT MERCHANT 

KIHEI’S KIHEI’S 
HOUSE!HOUSE!

ATTACK  ATTACK  
AND AND 

DESTROY!DESTROY!
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W-WAIT!W-WAIT!PLEASE!PLEASE!

IT'S IT'S 
TOO LATE TOO LATE 

NOW!NOW!

YOU’VE BEEN TAKING YOU’VE BEEN TAKING 
ADVANTAGE OF US AND ADVANTAGE OF US AND 
SIDING WITH OFFICIALS SIDING WITH OFFICIALS 

AND MERCHANTS!AND MERCHANTS!

SMASH THE SMASH THE 
HOUSE AND HOUSE AND 
FURNITURE!FURNITURE!

TEAR TEAR 
IT ALL IT ALL 
DOWN! DOWN! 

 YOU’VE   YOU’VE  
BEEN BEEN 

HOARDING HOARDING 
ALL THIS!!ALL THIS!!
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ENOUGH! MY FOR-ENOUGH! MY FOR-
TUNE IS RUINED!TUNE IS RUINED!

YOUYOU
BASTARD!BASTARD!

YOUR CRUELTY YOUR CRUELTY 
AND ARROGANCE AND ARROGANCE 

ARE FINISHED!ARE FINISHED!

H-HELPH-HELP
PLEASE!PLEASE!

OH MY GOD, OH MY GOD, 
HELP! HELP!HELP! HELP!

JUST JUST 
SPARE SPARE 
MY LIFE!MY LIFE!

AFRAID TO DIE? AFRAID TO DIE? 
OF LOSING YOUR OF LOSING YOUR 

PROPERTY? PROPERTY? 
THEN YOU’RE THEN YOU’RE 
JUST LIKE US.JUST LIKE US.

WE'RE ALL WE'RE ALL 
CREATED CREATED 
THE SAME—THE SAME—
GET IT?!GET IT?!

BURN IT ALL! BURN IT ALL! 
EVERY STICK OF EVERY STICK OF 

FURNITURE!FURNITURE!
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HURRAH!HURRAH!
BURN! BURN!BURN! BURN!

HURRAH!HURRAH!NOW NOW 
EVERYONE EVERYONE 
IS  EQUAL.IS  EQUAL.

OUR OUR 
KIMONOS!KIMONOS!

OUR OUR 
DAUGHTER'S DAUGHTER'S 
WEDDING!WEDDING!

SHUT SHUT 
UP!UP!

YOU DON’TYOU DON’T
NEED SUCHNEED SUCH
LUXURIES!LUXURIES!

BIGBIG
TROUBLE!TROUBLE!

OFFI-OFFI-
CIALS?CIALS?

HOWHOW
MANY?MANY?

AS MANY AS MANY 
AS TEN, AS TEN, 

ALL WITHALL WITH
SPEARS.SPEARS.
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TEN, TEN, 
YOU YOU 

SAY?SAY?
CALM CALM 

DOWN!DOWN!

THERE’S A STRICT THERE’S A STRICT 
LAW AGAINST CO-LAW AGAINST CO-
OPERATING WITH OPERATING WITH 
CONSPIRATORS.  CONSPIRATORS.  
DISPERSE AT ONCE!DISPERSE AT ONCE!

AND IF WE AND IF WE 
REFUSE?REFUSE?

FOOL! DID FOOL! DID 
YOU HEAR YOU HEAR 

WHAT WHAT 
I SAID?I SAID?

STAND DOWN STAND DOWN 
OR FACE THE OR FACE THE 
CONSEQUENCES! CONSEQUENCES! 
GO HOME. GO HOME. 
NOW!NOW!

ENTITLED ENTITLED 
SCUM!SCUM!

YOU DARE YOU DARE 
ATTACK A ATTACK A 
SAMURAI?!SAMURAI?!

WHATWHAT
INSOLENCE!INSOLENCE!

GETGET
THEM!THEM!SILENCE, SILENCE, 

COWARDS!COWARDS!
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 THIS GUY!  THIS GUY! 
ALL HE DOES IS ALL HE DOES IS 

TAKE  BRIBES!TAKE  BRIBES!

YOU’RE YOU’RE 
THE ONES THE ONES 
GOING GOING 
HOME.HOME.

THIS IS AN THIS IS AN 
OUTRAGE!OUTRAGE!

SHUT SHUT 
UP!UP!

WHAT ARE WHAT ARE 
YOU GOING YOU GOING 

TO DO?TO DO?

THERE!THERE!
HELP!HELP!

PLEASE! PLEASE! 
I CAN'T I CAN'T 
SWIM!SWIM!

SHŌSUKE,SHŌSUKE,
 WAIT! WAIT!

HA—!HA—!
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KIHEI-SAN, KIHEI-SAN, 
WHAT HAP-WHAT HAP-
PENED?PENED?

YOU CAME AT YOU CAME AT 
THE WORST THE WORST 

POSSIBLE POSSIBLE 
TIME.TIME.LOOK LOOK 

AT OUR AT OUR 
HOME!HOME!

BASTARDS!BASTARDS!

WHA—?!WHA—?!

IT'S BEEN IT'S BEEN 
DESTROYED.DESTROYED.

THEY’VETHEY’VE
 COME COME
 BACK. BACK.

QUICK! QUICK! 
RUN!RUN!

COME ON,COME ON,
SHŌSUKE.SHŌSUKE.

TO THE TO THE 
REGIONAL REGIONAL 

HEADMAN'S!HEADMAN'S!

LET’S LET’S 
GETGET
 HIM! HIM!
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WHAT WHAT 
HAVE WE HAVE WE 
GOTTEN GOTTEN 

INTO?INTO?

HOW DID IT HOW DID IT 
GET THIS BAD? GET THIS BAD? 
THEY'VE LOST THEY'VE LOST 
EVERYTHING?EVERYTHING?

OUR SAKE OUR SAKE 
SHOP JUST SHOP JUST 
GOT SWEPT GOT SWEPT 

UP BY UP BY 
CHANCE.CHANCE.

THE UNREST BEGAN THE UNREST BEGAN 
WHEN THE MAGISTRATE WHEN THE MAGISTRATE 
APPOINTED A SINGLE APPOINTED A SINGLE 
MERCHANT TO BE IN MERCHANT TO BE IN 
CHARGE OF SILKWORM CHARGE OF SILKWORM 
                        COCOON                         COCOON 
                          SALES.                          SALES.

WE COULD NO WE COULD NO 
LONGER LONGER 
TRADE TRADE 

FREELY AND FREELY AND 
PRICES PLUM-PRICES PLUM-

METED.METED.

THE OFFICIAL CLASS THE OFFICIAL CLASS 
WAS CONTINUING WAS CONTINUING 

ITS ABUSE OF THE ITS ABUSE OF THE 
LOWER CLASSES.LOWER CLASSES.
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THE CRASH THE CRASH 
CAUGHT CAUGHT 

EVERYONE EVERYONE 
OFF GUARD!OFF GUARD!

WE HAD WE HAD 
NOTHING NOTHING 

TO DO TO DO 
WITH IT…WITH IT…

WHAT'S WHAT'S 
NEXT?!NEXT?!

WHAT WHAT 
SHOULDSHOULD

WE DO? I’MWE DO? I’M
 HUNGRY… HUNGRY…

I'LL FIND I'LL FIND 
SOME FOOD.SOME FOOD.

I WOULDN’TI WOULDN’T
GO DOWN GO DOWN 

THE MOUN-THE MOUN-
TAIN…TAIN…

IF YOU'RE IF YOU'RE 
CAUGHT, CAUGHT, 

YOU MAY BE YOU MAY BE 
KILLED.KILLED.
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I HAVEI HAVE
SOME SOME 

MONEY…MONEY…

MONEY IS MONEY IS 
USELESS IN USELESS IN 
TIMES LIKE TIMES LIKE 

THESE.THESE.

BETTER TO BETTER TO 
GO HIDE IN GO HIDE IN 
THE MOUN-THE MOUN-
TAINS.TAINS.
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TEAR IT TEAR IT 
DOWN!!DOWN!!

THEY LOOK THEY LOOK 
PREPARED PREPARED 
TO FIGHT!TO FIGHT!

THEY'RE THEY'RE 
WELL-WELL-

ARMED!ARMED!


