WE'RE IN THE SAME CLASS,
RIGHT?

ARE YOoU FROM
NORTH KOREA?

You DON'T LOOK

CHINESE.
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NORTH KOREA?
WAS SHE JOKING?
NO ONE HAD EVER

ASKED ME THAT

BEFORE.

NO, I'M SOUTH KOREAN.
WHAT ABOUT You?
CHINESE? TAIWANESE?

IN EARLY APRIL 1994,

| MOVED TO FRANCE TO
STUDY. | ENROLLED IN A
PRIVATE LANGUAGE SCHOOL
IN CHAMBERY, A SMALL
TOWN SURROUNDED BY
THE BEAUTIFUL ALPS.




YOU'RE THE\

FIRST PERSON _jgi8

THERE ARE A FEW
JAPANESE STUDENTS
HERE, BUT | THINK

I'M FROM

TO THINK | E
WAS FROM YOU'RE THE ONLY
TAIWAN. KOREAN.

A
) e
f‘%‘*: '. IF | WANT TO
W oo PICK UP FRENCH

(eSS S QUICKLY, IT'S BETTER
2 ’ﬂ ) NOT TO HAVE KOREANS
3 i:g.?:q AROUND—EVEN IF IT

T GETS LONELY.
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CLASSES
START
TOMORROW.
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SHE MISPRONOUNCED MY NAME AND

MY FIRST IMPRESSION OF YOSHIKO
WASN'T GREAT. | DIDN'T LIKE HOW
ASKED SO MANY QUESTIONS.

WHERE ARE You
STAYING?
TO GO SOME-
WHERE TODAY.
SORRY!




MOST OF THE BEGINNER
STUDENTS AT THE SCHOOL
WERE EUROPEAN, AND
THEY SPOKE ENGLISH
WELL.

*%,  DANCING
FRIDAY

f I'VE GOT A DATE THEN.
WANNA GO @ )

THEY WEREN'T JUsT
GOOD AT ENGLISH. THEY
WERE GREAT AT SPEAK-
ING AND UNDERSTANDING
FRENCH, EVEN THOUGH

THEY'D JUST STARTED.

LUCKY THEM.
MAYBE IT'S
BECAUSE THEIR
CULTURES ARE
SO SIMILAR?

[ STAYED IN THE LIBRARY.
SO DID YOSHIKO.

SACHE, SACHES,
SASHIONS...




BY EARLY SUMMER,

| WAS STARTING TO HOLD
SIMPLE CONVERSATIONS
IN FRENCH. DESPITE

MY FIRST IMPRESSION,
YOSHIKO AND | BECAME
BEST FRIENDS. WE COULD
COMMUNICATE WITH

A SINGLE WORD AND,
SOMETIMES, JUST A LOOK
OR EXPRESSION. WAS IT
BECAUSE OUR CULTURES
WERE SIMILAR?

LIBRARY? =%

WHAT ARE YOU DOING
ON THE WEEKEND?

L

WANNA GO
BIKE RIDING?

I'LL MAKE KIMBAP FOR LUNCH.

yummy!

THEN [I'LL

BRING
DESSERT.




EARLY ON SATURDAY, JULY 8, 1994, WHILE YOSHIKO
AND | WERE SETTING OUT FOR A BIKE RIDE,

NORTH KOREA'S SUPREME LEADER, KIM IL SUNG,
SUDDENLY

IF MY FATHER
HAD LIVED JUST
TWO MORE WEEKS, HE
WOULD HAVE HELD THE
FIRST INTER-KOREAN
SUMMIT WITH SOUTH
KOREAN PRESIDENT

INSTEAD, SIX
YEARS LATER,

| MET WITH

HIS SUCCESSOR,
PRESIDENT KIM

L DAE-JUNG.

IN 1993, NORTH KOREA
WITHDREW FROM THE
NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERA-
TION TREATY (N.PT).

L) THEN, IN OCTOBER 1994,
WE SIGNED THE AGREED
- FRAMEWORK WITH THE U.S.,
AGREEING TO FREEZE OUR
NUCLEAR PROGRAM.

HOWEVER, THE AGREEMENT
EVENTUALLY FELL APART,
i . AND IN 2003, WE PULLED
OUT OF THE N.P.T. AGAIN.

IN THE 1990S, DURING WHAT'S
KNOWN AS THE ARDUOUS MARCH,
WHEN POTENTIALLY MILLIONS OF
NORTH KOREANS WERE STARVING
TO DEATH, KIM JONG IL SENT

HIS ELDEST SON, KIM JONG-CHUL,
BORN TO KO YONG HUl, TO
SWITZERLAND.

KIM JONG-CHUL ATTENDED THE
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF BERN
UNDER THE ALIAS PARK CHOL.

FRIEND |

FRIEND 2

HE WASN'T
EXACTLY A
NATIONALIST, BUT
HE WAS VERY

PATRIOTIC.




BY 1996, THE PEOPLE OF NORTH KOREA
WERE EXPERIENCING SEVERE FAMINE
AND ENDURING EXTREME HARDSHIP.

KIM JONG IL WAS WORRIED ABOUT
THE REGIME COLLAPSING, AND SO
WAS KO YONG HUl.

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY, WE NEED TO
SEND THE OTHER TWO
CHILDREN SOME-
WHERE SAFE.

WE SHOULD SEND
JONG UN AND YO JONG
TO SWITZERLAND, TOO.

TO AVOID DRAWING TOO MUCH ATTENTION, KIM JONG UN AND KIM YO JONG

WERE SENT TO A DIFFERENT SCHOOL THAN KIM JONG-CHUL.




KIM JONG UN TOOK
EXTRA GERMAN
LESSONS AT A
LOCAL ELEMENTARY | ;%
SCHOOL NEAR Al
BERN PUBLIC
MIDDLE SCHOOL.
IN AUGUST 1998,
HE TRANSFERRED
10 LIEBEFELD-
STEINHOLZLI PUBLIC (AR
SCHOOL IN BERN i )
AS A SEVENTH
GRADER.

HIS AUNT KO YONG SUK AND UNCLE RI GANG
POSED AS HIS PARENTS UNTIL THEY DEFECTED
TO THE U.S.

AT THAT TIME, KIM JONG UN WENT BY AND CLAIMED HIS FATHER WAS A DRIVER
THE ALIAS PAK UN... FOR THE NORTH KOREAN EMBASSY IN

SWITZERLAND.




&

THE HOUSE WHERE = by
KIM JONG UN, HIS s *
SISTER KIM YO JONG, +#
AND THEIR AUNT AND
UNCLE ARE BELIEVED
TO HAVE LIVED WAS
PURCHASED BY THE
NORTH KOREAN e
EMBASSY. p

IT WAS A THREE-STORY
BRICK TOWNHOUSE
ABOUT 350 METERS
FROM THE SCHOOL.




KIM JONG-CHUL'S SCHOOL, THE INTERNATION- KIM JONG-CHUL ALWAYS HAD BODYGUARDS
AL SCHOOL OF BERN (I.S.B.), WAS LOCATED AND WENT TO SCHOOL IN A MERCEDES-BENZ.
IN THE MURI BEI BERN AREA, CLOSE TO THE
NORTH KOREAN EMBASSY.
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HOWEVER, KIM JONG UN ENJOYED MORE FREEDOM AT HIS SCHOOL IN KONIZ,
WITH NO BODYGUARDS AROUND.

YO JONG, WATCH out
FOR THE TRAMS.




KIM JONG UN'S CLOSE FRIEND, JM,
FROM HIS SWISS SCHOOL DAYS. | HAD NO IDEA HE WAS
- KIM JONG IL'S SON.

[T"E GOT PRETTY CLOSE. j

HE WAS QUIET AND DIDN'T INTERACT
MUCH WITH THE OTHER KIDS, BUT HE

WAS REALLY INTO SPORTS, MOVIES,
AND COMPUTERS.

l.:

L
A

HE LIKED
BASKETBALL
ESPECIALLY.

HE DIDN'T PARTY OR
GO CLUBBING, BUT WE
SOMETIMES TALKED
ABOUT GIRLS.

FROM A CNN PHONE IN-
TERVIEW ON SEPTEMBER 29,
2010 (KOREAN TIME).



MIKAELO, DO You KNOw
WHO | AM?

NO, I'M THE SON
OF NORTH KOREA'S
LEADER.

THEN I'M THE SON
OF THE BRITISH
KING! HAHAHA.

IN 2012 AND AGAIN IN 2013, AFTER KIM JONG UN
CAME TO POWER, JM WAS INVITED TO NORTH KOREA,
AND THEY WERE ABLE TO MEET AGAIN.

MY FRIEND,
KIM JONG UN.
GOOD Guy.




) LATER, | LEARNED THROUGH A JAPANESE FRIEND
mi“/i’f‘s’bMAV,,Fgfgz uFYR,?M CHAMBERY, OF HERS THAT YOSHIKO WAS THE DAUGHTER OF
G " — A FAMOUS YAKUZA BOSS IN KOBE.

YOSHIKO HAD
TOLD ME SHE
WORKED AT A
RECORD STORE
IN OSAKA.

WAS HER REAL NAME EVEN YOSHIKO?

YEAH,
LET'S KEEP
IN TOUCH.

I'LL WRITE
You WHEN
| GO BACK TO




YOSHIKO LEFT FOR AMERICA INSTEAD. AFTER THAT, | NEVER SAW HER AGAIN.

YOSHIKO,
OGENKI DESUKA?
(STFAFTIH)>

*A FAMOUS LINE FROM
SHUNJI IWAI'S 1995
MOVIE LOVE LETTER.




