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Growing up in Southem California in the 1960s and '70s, vay world vias enly about 60 years old.

=

R

S

e ey L e e Ty




The oldest ]:;Un%alnws inmy mig}mbarhm& were mgy]:veju'.at PP&WJI‘H War 1...

and the newest were what ¢ame o be which, during my childhood, popped up
called “dingbat” apartment buildings.. like mushrooms in what had beena
Enmwmuni’f}r of sin%le-f'ami‘ly homes.
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The construction sites with their
thbirjs {renches, unfericed and
rde

unguarded, were perfect places for
weekend combat..

¥ rittm casualties were heayy |
"\ gouthof Da ﬁarks 4§ enemy forces
A eontinued their agsault.. -

which we watched on ta not enly on
ABC on Tuesday nights ..

T wouldst have been dying in thase
dinobat trenches if 1d had sisters
instead of brotherg,
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Tf 14 been awareof six sisters Growing, up
igolated in the En%‘li.ﬂh countryside in
the first three decades of the 20™
century...

T would have lnowm my bedveorn closet
would be the perfect portal throughwhich

ko access theen...

since Decca and Debo'uged to hide ina
linen closet for secret meetings of their
Hons Smif,t.y.mg called it the Hons Eupbmﬁ,
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not because, as the daughtersofa baron,
theie honorific was “Henopable. or “Hon”

1t vas named n homage to the family hens
under their t‘."nar%e.

* nicknames Br Jessicaand Deborah



Jt would have helped to know someone
besides me felt ﬂ'sy ]aelor%ﬂd zlsmham

T'm getting %
4 the hell out B

SanDiego, (alifornia 1963
Forty years earlmr twelva—yaar old &ss:ca Mttfardums making plans too.
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Jessica’s oldest sister, Nangy,already a failed APter aweek rtwas knee-deep in underclothes..)
debutante, dropped out of art school after a month

and came home.
How could you? 1 lever got

away toabedsitter, I'd never
come bacl.
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F it "’3} very weak-minded.
L/ = Yuwoldnt catch
ey under

*I e killed o have bt an ol b i
e o ol g Jessica lnewr shedeed capital

o _d She wrote Deummonds Bank and

d 2  openedupa” running-awgy~ account.
Y '_gxﬁ- 7 7 (FWe vespectfully acknawledge the
R "“q < S= receipt of six shillings as
=Y ) M | initial deposit... T
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. 1t was no tmub‘la atall to relieve Debo of the :
- i ho spent 10-1:-?5n urs perfecting the exact pcund she'd been saving. 1t was added to the |
EIP{'EESIDI.’IG{] mabout tﬂ Lay anegg.. | punni %a@}f accuuﬂt . _ rﬂ
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Bl 2ssumed that
because their
father wasa

; baron that ﬂi.ﬂ_’g" B

were 1.~Ir,a1ltlly.
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R their %”andﬁthcr, ﬂtcgf.mn Bertram Freeman-Mitford, aka ‘EE"B’ mﬁ'“‘“ﬂ
%ﬂk‘: ol 10 Asia and had written extensively on Japanese culture and horticu|¢ une, e
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‘é‘-ﬁw fnitdre o ¢s, where he erected 3 palatis]
”ﬂpm with five grand staircases.
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anh% into the immense Batsford Park was n;J-,y ahmp;m;-y wneasure. Even thaugh David
Mitford had ivherited the modern equivalent of over two million doflars, it was
fnsufficient to maintain this inmense property.






