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MY NAME 15 ANDY,
AND THIS 1S5 DIANNE .

BELUEVE IT -

SHE'S EIGHTEEN
NYEARS OLD, IF YOU (AN

MOTHER LUCY FOR
TWELVE YEARS, 60D
REST HER SOUL-

g

I'VE BEEN

MARRIED TWICE AND

DWORCED TWICE -

| R

|

NEITHER ONE OF THEM WAS
WORTH A DAMN -
OF WHORES OUT TO DRAIN A MAN
OF HIS MONEY AND VIGOR.

JUST A COUPLE
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TOO BAD FOR THEM,
TOUGH SHIT, LADIES -

I DON'T HAVE MUCH OF EITHER.
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T'VE STAYED OuT
Or TROUBLE FOR
MANY YEARS NOW -

—

I DON'T SMOKE
ANYMORE . NOT SINCE
T WAS A KD, REALLY -

N

SURE T'VE FALLEN OFF
THE WAGON A FEW TIMES, BUT
THAT'S ANOTHER sTpRY. .. T'LL
GET TO ALL THAT LATER - i
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T HAVE ONLY
ONE FRIEND N
THE WORLD -
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T'VE DONE RIGHT BY
HIM AND HE'S DONE
RIGHT BY ME -

A HHH H

T DON'T LIKE
TO BUE HIm 100
MULH , THOUEH -
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I'M NOT ONE TO
TAKE ADVANTAGE -
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A DO MAKES A GREAT
(OMPANION , SURE, BUT T'M
NOT ONE OF THOSE DO&
COWNERS WHC HATES PECPLE -

T

l T GIVE
EVERYBODY A
[\ FAIR 5HAKE.
' ||||!H‘| N
1
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DOG YOUR LOVE AND ATTENTION

STiLL, YOUu &IVE A

AND YOW'LL GET 1T
RIGHT BACK -

TO PICK
THAT UP 2

YOU WANT
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WHAT ARE
YOU GONNA
Do pBOWT (T2

Gul

WELL THAT'S THE
THOUSAND DOLLAR

ESTION, ISN'T
ITZ

T GUESS 1T ALL BOILS DOWN TO

BEUIEVE IN SOMETHING OF WHAT'S THE
POINT  Y'KNOWZ I ALWAYS MAKE 1T
MY BUSINESS TO DO WHAT'S RIGHT,
BUT LATELY , T GOTTA TELL You ,
IT'S BEEN AN UPHILL BATTLE -

PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY. YOU HAVE TO

YOU TRY TO MAKE THE WORLD
A BETTER PLACE AND WHAT
DOES 1T GETYOUZ T MEAN, CHRIST,
HOW THE HELL DOES ONE MAN
STAND A CHANCE AGAINST
FOUR BILLION ASSHOLES %
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| I DIDN'T KNOW WHERE
YOU HAD A MOM - ' 15 GHE 2
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““” THAT'S REALLY STUPID.
YOU'RE A TOTALLY
IEGNORONT IMBECILE -
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TO WORK AT A LAB IN S50 THEN MY DAD AND CAME HERE TO LIVE WITH MY SRANDPARENT

MY DAD WAS A FAMOUS SLIENTIST . HE USED I
T S5EE. HE MET MY MOM WHILE SHE WAS WORKING AT A AND AFTER HE DIED THEY RAISED ME AS THEIR OWN .

ENNE ,
RESTAURANT . SHE WAS ONLY TWENTY-TWO WHEN SHe DIED-
i T
SHE'S DEAD TOO -
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IT'S JUST ME AND PAPPY -
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AND THEN MY GRANDMOTHER DIED, 50 NOW amimia | ’ P }]m H!\U“]H“‘]'
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HOW DO YOU KNOW SHE'S \ ANOTHER PART OF MY STORY |5 THAT IN 1975 MY

NOT SCREWWNEG A LOT DAD AND T MOVED TO LIVERMORE, (A- FOR A YEAR

ov OTHER £UYSs ouT AND THAT'S WHEN T MET MY GIRLFRIEND DUSTY. SH
8]

IN  CALIFORNIAZ

T

HOW'S YOUR il YOU NEVER

\' GRLFRIEND Z_ LUl FUCKED HER,
| HUH 2

E
VED NEXT DOOR AND NOW WE WRITE TO EACH OTHER

AL THE TIME -

(g [T
e

WHAT'S GONNA ! HOW ¢ OU'RE 40 BECAUSE YOU'RE TUST ABOUT DON'T FEEL SORRY For ELF , SOMET!
HAPPEN TO YOU I L THE ONLY 6UY IN SCHo0L T HINK ALL THES AGEDI DULON'T JUST B
IE PAPPY EVER = SU NZ CAN STAND.. .YOU'RE A 600D COINCI c SOMETHI
LY BUYF YOU HAVEN'T HAD IT &
EASY UIKE THE REST OF THEM. ~
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T'VE HEARD A LOT
OF WEIRD STUFF ABOUT
THAT GUY . You
MEAN SKINNY ANDY,
RIGHT 2

I DON'T KNOW
HIM AT ALL-

WHAT
D0 YOU

THINK 0F

I WANT HIM TO I THINK T HAD HIM IN HE THINKS HE'S BETTER
FUdK ME . JUST

KIDDING .

ONE (LASS BUT HE NEVER FALLOT . THAN EVERYBODY, BUT
HE'S DEFINITELY NOT-

SAYS ANYTHING .

WHO CARESZ
NO OPINION -

DOES HE EVEN
60 TO THIS SCHOOL
ANYMORE 2

HE'S NOTHING -

|
WHEo A&KED
WHATZ ALL YOW NEED TO YOUZ JusT
I'M SAYING SHOW SOME RESPELT BELAUSE YOW'RE
15 IT TASTES FOR YOUR MOTHER: FULKING MY
LIKE SHIT - SIGTER

DOESN'T--

/k ==
LOUIE, C.T. 15 THERESA'S
GUEST AND T WANT

TJESUS, LOULE--
WHY Do You
ALWAYS HAVE TO
BE SUCH AN
ASSHOLE Z

MAYBE
You
SHOULD BE-

TESUS CHRIST, MOM
OPEN YOUR EYES!




C'MON, HUFFJ( oxar, Tt Puﬂ' e
ANDY £ i 5.
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WAY TO
&0, LOVIE |
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HEY sToOB, I JUST WANTED 10 SAY ANYWAY , THANKS
THAT T 60T REALLY LUCKY OUT THERE FOR BEING SUCH A
TODAY... YOU TUST NEEDED TO PACE GOOD SPORT AND
YOURSELF A LITTLE BETTER, UKE EVERYTHING -

COACH PASTERNAK SAID...

I DON'T GWE
A SHIT (F You
LIKE ME, BUT

WHO (ARES Z T
COULDN'T CARE LESS
IF THOSE PEOPLE

DID YOU SEE THATZ
WHAT THE FUCK & THAT
SUPPOSED TO MEANZ

N [ UKE ME OR NOT -« YOou DAMN WELL ////////
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MAN, YOU'RE %0 THAT'S OKAY--T LIKE OLD ANDY, WHERE T
A REAL S@UARE ' WHAT . MUSIC , TOO. AT LEAST YOU & NOUR DUNNO~
DON'T HAVE TO TAKE DRUGS GRANDEATHER Z 15N'T HE

To UNDERSTAND (T,

IN Hi&
ROOM Z




AND WHY DO YOU
EAT THAT ME5SS WHEN You
KNOW T'M ABOUT 10 PUT
YOUR DINNER ON THE

WHY ARE
YOU 50 5(ARED
OF HER?Z 5HE'S
N\ TUST A MAID .

NOT
S5CARED -

SN

|
You

UCKING

VSTEN TO THIS--
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IT MAKES ME WANT
TO KILL 50MEBODY -
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Dear Dusty

I'm Sorry I haven't written in
g0 long. I've beerr hanging owt with
my fviend Towie a lot- He'é a prettvw dool
¥id . His dad wied tobe a vrevorter for
the channel Nine newé bwt e became
a drunle and mow heé in AviZona -

, 1 gwesd T don't have a lot in lommn
wWith most othet Kids . T dor’t really 1ike
Yol wwéic ox a lot of TV 8hows. Towie
ligtené to Puwrlk rockk which I hated at
firvet vwntil he exvlained it tome. I"m
wove irto Jld mwsid , 1 gwess .

14 W gpiniont that most people
don't really fare Abowt wmudid AnYyway ,
that they Jugt want to bepart of “the dool
cvowd " Which 1€ okay, T guess. My
trwouble is I dan nevey really find 4 growp
T wawnt to join. Lowie'd Ttalian and 4
catholic , which he dayd dwiks bwt at
Jeadt it'é comethamg - I'wm WMot even sure
what wy £family 34 Plain Awmeridan, I
guwesd . Maybe T dhowld ligten 4o the
natiorial anthewmn or Something -

T dove vour 40 wmudch. Whay are we
%0 £favr avart? 1 daw “Rechy” finally,
which wae good 1i¥e o éaid- I went
With Lowie and hid mom . Dot worryy,
I haven’t been going on any dates !

1 44i1] £lhavk Abowt that vear in
Tivermore and 4ll the ¢tuwff we wsed 4o
do. Dont you thivk it'¢ weird how vow
never hear that gomg own the radio
z;;chgworeZ I gwess that'd jwét the ways
it 15

Brwyway, T hopeé Yor Write me ookl
and tell wme what youw are wp to.

Vowr boyfriend,

andy
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S0 IT'S N YOUR BLOOD !
YOU MAY A5 WELL LIVE
{T UP WHILE YOU ¢AN ¢

YOU YEAH, BUT WHAT IF PAPPY
PRONMIGED | lir FOUND OUT... T MEAN, MY
WHOLE FAMILY PRACTICALLY

DIED OF CANCER - I'M WORRIED

ABOUT YOU -

“ho

oy
//;7/%;//

YOUWRE GOING TO BE
LYING THERE ON YOUR
DEATHBED WISHING TO
60D YOU HADN'T BEEN
SUCH A PUSSY ALL

YOUR LIFE /

|

iyl

WAS MOST
EXCELLENT .

———=————— IT'¢ NO BI&
DEAL -+« COME
ON L

MEETING ME
WAS THE BEST THING
THAT EVER HAPPENED [T}

TO YOU -+ ;
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THIS 16 REALLY YOU HAVE To DD YOou
YOUR FIRST PRETTY INHALE OR 1T'5 S5EE HOW
TIME, HUH? TOTALLY THAT HUY

POINTLESS -

P 2 it it

NYEAH, THAT'S
THE BEAUTY OF
1T, 1T TURNS You
INTO A WHOLE
DIFFERENT PERSON -

Tyl m
Tl m
Ty
i M

HOW
FUCKING
CHRIST . . -

T FELT AN INTENSE AWARENESS
OF MV PRYSICAL SELE, LIKE @\
EVERY SOUND INSIDE MY BODY 5 )
WAS AMPLIEIED.

— U
- TS — A )

I WOKE UP AT 5 AM,
GROGEN | BUT FILLED
WITH SUPERHUMAN
ENERGY .

T DON'T KNOW
HOW TO EXPLAIN IT
EXACTLY , BUT T
WAS OVER(OME

WITH THE
ABSOLUTE
CONFIDENCE

THAT T
COnLL PO
N ANYTHING,
Q\ THAT T WaS
IN EVERY WAY
w | SuPeRrIOR !

T THOUGHT ABOUT LON (HANEY ,JR.
AND THAT HORRIBLE , HAUNTED LOOK
LARRY TALBOT 0T WHEN THE MOON
WAS FULL: WAS T GOING TO KLl
SOMEONE AND FORGET ABOUT T BY
TOMORROW 2

MY MIND WAS RACING, POUNDING, MAKING
INSANE CONNECTIONS T (OULD ACTUALLY
HEAR THE ELECTRIC (RACKLE OF OVERHEATED
SYNAPSES POPPING (N MY SKULL -

¢

n
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X , I ACTUALLY THOUGHT FOR A
\ NN, {T'S LIKE T MINUTE THAT T MIGHT EXPODE!
@ Tcﬁngngép TS LIKE MY ATOMS WERE |
v By SUDDENLY UNSTABLE =
ot | THROUGH MY
YUX ARTERIES AND
EVERNTHING .

St

IT' LIKE IN A DREAM WHERE NOU START FLYING,
OR BREATHING UMDER WATER--YOU KNOW \T'S NOT
POSSIBLE , BUT IT FEELS SO NATURAL - -

I Tew You, THE
WHOLE THING WAS JUST
UNBELIEVABLE /,

U



THENE

EVERY MOLECULE

HAD BEEN DRAINED
OF ENERGY. T
COULD BARELY
SUMMON THE
STRENGTH TO
BREATHE .

/
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T OCCURRED TO ME

THAT LOWE HAD PUT DRULS
IN MY CIGARETTE |, BUT
THAT DIDN'T REALLY

MAKE £ENSE <~ -

LoOK , THERE'S
SOMETHING GOWNG DOWN
TODAY AND T MAY NEED

YOUR HELP -

BOY, I HAD
A PRETTY WEIRD
NIGHT -

T'VE HAD 1T WITH THAT
FUCKING ASSHOLE! TODAY (5
THE DAY T TAKE HIM OUT .

|/

AND WHAT AWM Y JUST KEEP Your DO YOU HAVE NO, CAN T BORROW
T GUPPOSED | EAR T0 THE GROUND ENGLGH FIRST MATH - YOuR ENGLISH
TO0 DoZ - PERWD Z Book 2z
7/ ROy /)/
Y W
5 R
| \ WV
Pt \ \
HEY, T 60T HAR OF WHAT'S THAT — |
SOMETHING EOR THE DO - SUPPOSED TO ——3
You N2 YOU'RE SURE
S 2/ Vou WANT o

THE REST OF
THE DAY WENT

T BVEN RAISED
MY HAND N S0UAL
STURIES , TUST TD

BY LIKE A
DREAM T

NEVER REALLY
FELT NORMAL
ALL DAY

WHEN LOWIE DITCHED
GNM T THOULHT MAYBE
HE WAS GOING TO WP
OUT | NOT THAT HE WAS [
A CHILKEN OR ANYTHING - ||
I ALSO WONDERED (F
STOOB EVEN KNEW

ABOUT THE FloUT -

FREAK MR. BILLINGS
ouT-

LATER, T TREDR
TO IMALINE HOW
HARD (ONCH
PASTERNAK WOULD
SHIT \F HE 5AW
ME LIFT UP A (AR~

GONNA COUNT
TO FIE -

PO THISZ

BEFORE Louie, T
REALLY ONLY HAD ONE
FRIEND., HIS NAME WAS
CRAIL JONES AND HE WAS
TOTAWY INTO
HOT WHEELS.

HE WAS MY
BEST FRIEND FOR ALMOST
THREE YEARS AND THEN
SOMETHING HAPPENED -

T HATE TO EVEN THINK
ABOUT 1T »




= I DON'T UNDERSTAND HOW
== S0ME PEOPLE CAN HAVE LIKE TEN
OR TWENTY "CLOSE FRIENDS.”
ARE THEY REALLY ERIENDSZ
T JUST SEEMS S0 SHALLOW -

AETER THAT, T WAS VERY
CAREFUL ABOUT MAKING
FRIENDS. MOST PEQPLE DON'T
TAKE ERIENDSHIP VERY
SERIOUSLY AND (T'S ALL
TOO EASY TO GET HURT -

LoUE HAD
HI5 FAULTS, BUT

AT LEAST HE
WAS A 600D
FRIEND -

APOLOGIZE TO
ME L

THAT'S A VERY
RARE THING IN
THIS WoRLD -

NAUSEA ONLY LASTED FOR é
A FEW $ENDS BEFORE T .
COULD FEEL MY VEINS
FILLING WITH THE BOILING
JULE -

IT WAS LIKE
MY ENTIRE BODY T

GOT A GIANT ——

BONER -

\\\\\\\\\%
VS ) ——|

BREOK 1T UP
YOu TWO ¢

AND T FeLr
AMAZINGLY 6REAT
UNTIL MY BRAIN
KIND OF OVER-LOADED
AND EVERYTHING
JUST soRT OF

SHORT- ({RCUITED

’ S @ AND 1T ALL TUST
JESUS, ANDY. - %’Q 1 SHUT DOWN -

15 TUAT YOUUZ




FUCK ME,
ANDY &

'F'I.fi:;rll;ilh' |
W

|

60 HERE'S WHAT HAPPENED -

1 0T A TERRIBLE HEAPACHE

AND MISSED THE MEKT TWO

WEEK'S OF SCHOOL, AND

THEMN T WAS SPRING VACATION
LOUIE WENT TO NEW YORK
TO VISlT HIS LEZZIE

SIE5TER AND SO0 T SPENT
THE WHOLE TIME PRETTY
MULH ALONE -

AFTER A FEW pAYS

I 607 50 XY I
EVEN WALKED OVER TO
G632 STREET ON A
FRIDAY NIEHT . I1T'S
LIKE T WAS ToTALLY
COMFIDENT I GOULPN'T
BE HURT. I FELT
LIKE T COULD DEFRLELT
A BULLET | EVEN -

LORD A'MIGHTY , ANDY,
ARE You CRa2YZ! You
CAN'T BE WALKING OVER
HERE AT NI&HT !

f_l

OH ANDY,
YOU FUucK
ME 60
6oov !

CIGARETTE,
BoYZ /i

YEAH, BABY --
THAT'S 1T/

I

DURING THE WEEK
OFF I STARTED TO
EXPERIMENT WITH THE
CIEARETTES, TAKING A
FEW LITTLE PURFS AT

ATIME . T 6017
20 I COULD MAINTAIN
A LOW LEVEL OF THE

ENEREY WITHOUT
GETTING MUCH OF A

HEADACHE AT ALL-

T SAW WHAT You
DID! WHY ARE YoU
ACTING UP ON ME,
ANDY 2

T SWEAR YOU'RE SONNA PUT
YOUR GRANDPAPPY IN AN
EARLY ERAVE !

I'M IN Bl
TROUBLE -+

T'LL TELL YOU LATER:
I CAN'T TALK -+~

WHEN PID You
GET BACK,
ANYWAY 2

REALLY 2
WHAT 2
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BNDY, THIS 15
SOMETHING YOUR
FATHER WANTED

£ i
\ =1 YOU To HAVE -

\ Il

_ -~
Arsgg;l IT, i‘”:'B\ll.‘l.y'\rm H@u%w MAN, T YOU 60TTA LEARN EITHER
ME TO GIVE [T TOYOU IF WAS FULKING DRUMS OR BASS 50 WE CAN

I EVER FOUND pouT You UNBELIEVABLE !

START A BAND AND PLAY
WEZE SMOKING - —

AT CB&B'S-

/I cAN'T
PLAY MUSL -

YEAH, EXACTLY !

IT'S LONNA BE IMSIDE THE PACKAGE

AS A BUNCH OF WELL ,, You i
é‘mmeu%t. TRINKETS REALLY DO HAVE ||
CUFF LINKS AND STUFF SUPER-POWERS
LIKE THAT) AND A PRETTY MUCH,
COUPLE OF NOTEBOOKS BUT THAT'S NOT [
THAT EXPLAINED WHAT WaAS

EVEN THE BEST

GOING ON WITH ME. T
LET LOUIE READ IT
BECAUSE | TO BE HOMEST ,
IT WAS FREAKING ME

OUT TOO MULH .

I'M NOT SURE. )
BUT THERE'S SOMETHING

50 THE BASIC STORY 1S
IN HERE ABOUT A DEATH

THAT MV DAD TREATED ME
WITH SOME KIND OF
EXPERIMENTAL HORMONE
THING WHEN T WAS LITTLE
THAT WAS SUPPESED TO BE
ACTIVATED BY MICOTINE
WHEN T STARTED SMOKING
(HE FIGURED ON AGE 13
INSTEAD OF (7). T GUESS
HE WAS A SCRAWNY
WEAKLING AS A KID AND
DIDN'T WANT METO TueN
OUT THE SAME WAY-

RAY -

I HEARD YOU WERE
FUCKED UP ouT OF
YOUR MIND ON ANgEL

MAN, T HeARD
THE VEINS WERE
LIKE POPPING OUT
OF YOUR HEAD !

HeY ! Your
HEY), HAIR LOOKS

REAL NICE ! T DON'T THINK MY DAR

THOUGHT IT WAS 6OING TO
WORK THIS WELL: T THINK
IT WAS ONLY SUPPOSED TO
MAKE ME AS STRONG AS A
NORMAL KID . T'M SURE
HE THOUGHT I WAS GOING
TO USE THIS TO TueM
MVYSELF INTO THE MOST
POPULAR KD |N SCHOOL
BUT THAT S0BT OF THINe
NEVER INTERESTED ME
VERY MULH -

OH PLEASE ! BEAT

JESUS, ANDY, TUST THINK
ME up!

OF THE PossIBILITIES L




AN ul 24
TOTALY POINTLESS . MAYEE WE SHOULD SULELS Ll .

WE CAMT Yot Wik GET A TELESCOVE ... OR T'LL THINK OF m o /
AROUND TOWN HOPING S GEES etz oo SO <

FOR SOMETHING To L]

HAPPEN .

TIT
TIT
TIT
T
T
- ITRTIT

- un wa |0 HERP
>

THE LAST TIME T AW
MY DAD I TOLD HIM, " IT'M
NEVER GONNA LET ANYBODY
M\ PUSH ME AROUND AGAIN."

ANDY -- GUYS LIKE WS
DON'T STAND A CHANCE -
WE JTUST GET CRUSHED
\& WE DON'T PUT Uup

A FIGHT -

]
i
"EROM NOW ON, |l
T'M THE BOSS- i
UNDERSTAND Z "

";)/ 7 /:/j/ b
| 5P
1]

|

YOu'RE LUCKY TO
HAVE ME AROUND, ANDY .
T'LL KEeP You




YOu THINK YOU UNDER-
STAND ME, BUT YOU DON'T.
TJUST WHEN YOU THINK YOU
0T ME ALL FIGURED OUT
I'LL SURPRISE YOU . T'M A
VERY COMPLICATED PERSON,

i~ ' y’ \\
N

AN Y
y

IT MUST BE
NICE TO HAVE A ¢ SHE'S NOT A MAID.
MAID TO CLEAN ' SHE DOESN'T HARDLY
Ue YOUR SHIT - EVEN (OME N HERE -

s | '; = -
o (T IR ¢ . f ..
— i y ,’; <
! s
S50 WHO FOLDS uP -
AlLL YOUR UNDERWEAR MAN, YOU'RE
AND KEEPS EVERYTHING S5O0METHING ELSE =
ALL TIDVY AND SHITZ
YOW?Z

WHAT'S WRONG
WITH THAT 2






