WE THOUGHT THE
GOVERNMENT
HAD BEATEN THEM
BUT THEY’D ONLY
CHASED THEM

THEN ONE DAY
THE LIBRARIANS
CAME BACK...

_UNDERGROUND... j

WITH SUPERIOR
ORGANISATIONAL
SKILLS, THEY
QUICKLY SEIZED
POWER. OPPONENTS
WERE MERCILESSLY

SHUSHED.
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A WHOLE WORLD
ORDERED ON THE
DEWEY DECIMAL
CLASSIFICATION
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EVERY BUILDING
WAS CONVERTED
INTO A LIBRARY.
EVERY WALL INTO
BOOKSHELVES,
EVERY PERSON
INTO A LIBRARY
CARDHOLDER,

WE NEVER SHOULD
HAVE MESSED
WITH THE

LIBRARIANS.




1] YOUR HOUSE
IS OVERLOADED
WITH BOOKS.

YO e

ME
BOOKS: GO TO 2

WHAT DO YOU DO?

READ ONE OF THE
BOOKS: GO T0 6

2 YOU TAKE SOME|{ 3] WHAT A YOU TRY TO YOU SPEND A
RO0KS TO THE |{ LOVELY 800K- RESIST BUT |[ FEW PLEASANT
CHARITY SHOP. ON || SHOP! DO YOU CANNOT. _ | HOURS RERDING.
THE WAY HOME | WANT TO BUY |E= @ == | = UM
YOU PASS A SOME BOOKS? |E= i} f
BOOKSHOP. DO i g XN L o
YOU 60 IN? ‘ : G0 T0 5
BOUKSHY O
' o YOU QUY SOME
R00KS AND GO
=] HOME HAPPY.
YES:GOTO3 || YES: GOTOS y =5
NO: GO TO & NO: GO TO &4 60 T0 1 60 TO 1
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| DESPISE THIS IDIQTIC,
SANITISED RITUAL, AND
YET | AM UNWILLING TO
&ETURN HOME EGGLESSJ
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THE JOY OF DISCOVERY |
RINGS HOLLOW AGAINST THE [
MONUMENTAL INDIFFERENCE f&¢

]
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OF THE UNIVERSE.

HATCH FROM THIS EMPTY
CHOCOLATE VESSEL.
ifrilas
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BADLY
(WRITTEN| |
NOVEL M § crokep on

il @ B N~ PIECE OF
= TERRIBLE
G DIALOGUE

{ LOST FOREVER

DOWN A
COLOSSAL
PLOT HOLE

DROWNED

| N A SEA oF |
i UNNECESSARY |

DETAILS

DIED IN A

| FALL FROM A

BUNGLED

J cLIFF-HANGER |

CRUSHED @Y §
AN ENORMOUS §

CHUNK OF

| £xposiTION |

(2o &~ |ITERARY FICTION NURSERY RHYMES — — > o<

TOM, TOM, THE PIPER’S SON,
CTOLE A PIG AND AWAY DID RUN,
BUT HE CANNOT RUN FROM
THE TRAUMATIC RELATIONSHIP
WITH WIS OVERBEARING FATHER.

HICKETY PICKETY, MY BLACK HEN,
SHE LAYS EGGS FOR GENTLEMEN,
THEN A CHANCE ENCOUNTER
LEADS HER TO ASK WHETHER
THERE COULD BE MORE TO LIFE.

RUB A DUB DUB,
THREE MEN IN A TUB,
AND EACH, IN HIS OWN WAY,
COMING TO TERMS WITH LOSS,
FAILURE AND MORTALITY.




HOW TO TELL IF YOUR CAT IS INTERESTED IN THE NOVEL YOU ARE WRITING

CAT MEOWS
CONSTANTLY AT
THE STUDY DOOR

CAT WATCHES
YOU INTENTLY
AS YOU WRITE

CAT GOES TO
SLEEP ON YOUR
MANUSCRIPT

CAT QEPEATEDLY
WALKS ACROSS
YOUR KEYBOARD

CAT NESTS IN
YOUR BOX OF
AUTHOR COPIES
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THE CAT (S NOT
INTERESTED N
YOUR NOVEL

THE CAT IS NOT
INTERESTED (N
YOUR NOVEL

THE CAT 1S NOT
INTERESTED IN
YOUR NOVEL

THE CAT S NOT
INTEQESTED N
YOUR NOVEL

THE CAT IS NOT
INTERESTED IN
YOUR NOVEL

SOME
USEFUL
ABBREVIATIONS
FOR THE
TIME-PRESSED
ONLINE
READER

TL:DR
VS:SD
SRiP

TOO (ONG;
DIDN'T READ

VERY SHORT:

SHOULD READ:

STILL DIDN'T READ

PROBABLY WON'T

RB:GB
SR:MP

READ A BIT;
GOT BORED

SKIM-READ;
MISSED POINT

READ HEADLINE;
POSTED ANGRY
COMMENTS
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EXCLUSIVE!

PEEK BEHIND THE
DOORS OF THE
SAMUEL BECKE]T T ey
ADVENT THREE

CALENDAR A TREE. FUNERAL URNS.

NOTHING.

AN ABANDONED
ROOM. BICYCLE.

AN EMPTY DARKNESS. A ROCK.

A CARROT AND
SOME TURNIPS.

~—

NOTHING.

AGAIN.

WITH THE LIBRARIES CLOSED, IT WAS ONLY A MATTER OF TIME...

GANGS OF CRIMINAL THE BOOKS ARE COVERTLY DISTRIBUTED FROM
‘BOOKLEGGERS’ UNDERGROUND LlBRAR\ES OR READEAS\ES

SMUGGLE CONTRABAND
LIBRARY BOOKS HIDDEN
INGIDE GIN BARRELS.

IN AN UNMARKED DOOR AND RECEIVE
AN ILLICIT BOOK IN A BROWN PAPER BAG.
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THE 808S SAYS
7 vou AIN’T FINISHED |
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“THE MIRROR AND THE
il LIGHT’ BY TOMORROW, ||
IT'S CURTAINS!  J*
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READERS WHISPER AN 198 CODE AT A HATCH

OVERDUE BOOKS ARE
DEALT WITH SWIFTLY

AND MERCILESSLY.
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JUDGING 8Y THE AMOUNT OF TIME THAT SHE SPENDS
STARING OUT THE WINDOW AT US, SHE'S EITHER A VERY

COMMITTED ORNITHOLOGIST OR A VERY UNFOCUSED WRITER.

BEYOND THE CASTLE IS
A HIGH WALL WITH NO
GATE, AND BEYOND THAT
IS A DEEP, DARK FOREST
WITH NO PATH.

MNP | SUPPOSE (TS

NOW WERE
MARRIED.

[ MY LIBRRRY TOO, 1 "ot aELiEVE [

THE FOREST 1S CRAWLING
WITH RAVENOUS WOLVES,
MALIGNANT BIRDS AND
THE SPIRITS OF LONG-
DEAD TRAVELLERS.

MY LUCK!

vl #

WHEN THE SUN SETS, |
TRANSFORM INTO A WILD
BEAST AND SOAR INTO
THE NIGHT, SEIZED QY
A TERRIBLE BLOODLUST!

OK. \’LL STA\( ‘ 1IN "_l_ i
HERE AND READ.| "\
SEE YOU (N THE

MORNING.




SOME USEFUL NEW WORDS FOR READERS

BUCHENDSCHMERZ

LEICHTLESBUCHEIFERSUCHT

STAPELSCHULDGE FUHL

BUCHVERLUSTERLEICHTERUNG

RECENTLY DISCOVERED! FURTHER INSTALMENTS OF FAMOUS SIX-WORD STORY:
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ENCROACHING
MELANCHOLY AS
YOU APPROACH
THE END OF A
GOOD BOOK.

ENVYING SOMEONE
ENJOYING A LIGHT,
FUN BOOK WHILE YOU
CTRUGGLE THROUGH A
LONG, WORTHY ONE.

GUILT FELT UPON
BUYING NEW BOOKS
WHEN YOU HAVE A

PILE OF UNREAD

ONES AT HOME.

RELIEF UPON FINDING
THAT YOU HAVE LOST

YOUR COPY OF A BOOK
THAT YOU WEREN'T
REALLY ENJOYING.

FOR SALE:
BABY SHOES,
NEVER WORN.

DON'T WORRY,
THE BABY
IS FINE.

We JUST
BOUGHT TOO

MANY SHOES.

IT TURNS
OUT THAT
BABIES DON'T

NEED TO
WEAR SHOES
THAT OFTEN.
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ARAH'S ARGUMENT OUTSIDE THE
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COFFEE SHOP WAS SUBSEQUENTLY

FICTIONALISED IN THREE SHORT STORIES AND A NOVEL, AS WELL AS INSPIRING
THE PRIZEWINNING POEM ‘EARLY SUMMER. DAPPLED SUNLIGHT. TERRIBLE VELLING.

TO AN OBSERVER THAT
THE AUTHOR 1S IDLY
WANDERING THE CITY,

WHILE IT MAY APPEAR
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SPENDING COUNTLESS
HOURS DAYDREAMING
IN COFFEE SHOPS
AND PUBLIC PARKS.
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SHE (S, IN FACT,
COMPOSING (IN HER
HEAD AND IN A SMALL
POCKET NOTEROOK)

A VIVID, COMPLEX
FICTION ABOUT HOW

HARD SHE IS WORKING
ON HER NOVEL.




