
Will we 
make it 
on time?

We've 
still got 
a ways to 
go before 

we're 
there.

Oh, 
it's 
you.

so you 
decided 

to show 
up.

How 
are you 
feeling?

…



still 
sleepy?

Well, 
it's 

selling, 
but…

Hm?

have your 
manga's 

sales picked 
up yet?

Enough 
to put 

food 
on the 
table? 

You're 
on your own 

now, you 
know.  
I can't 

help you.  I can't 
even see 
you any-
more.  

All the 
men were 

taken away.

They 
got 

busted…

As 
descend-
ants of 

the Saika 
Ikki.*

…

*a mercenary group from feudal japan.



They're 
probably 

being 
executed 

about 
now…

I—

What 
about 
you?

Enough! Enough! 
I don' t I don' t 
care!care!

It's from 
a Kenji 

Nakagami 
book—

Didn't 
you tell 

this story 
last time 
I came?

this 
story—

After the 
siege of Ota 

Castle, their 
guns were 

confiscated.

Their 
group's 
rank fell 
to the bot-
tom of the 
ladder.  Did 
you know 
that?

Every-Every-
one' s one' s 

already already 
dead, dead, 

anyway!anyway!



I've 
been 

ready.

They'll 
come 

get me 
soon.

It was 
wrong 

of me to 
keep this 

hidden 
from 

you for 
so long, 

but…

Were 
you a 
Saika 
too, 
Mom?

Aun San 
Suu Kyi!

Actually, 
I'm—



That's 
so your 

Mom!

She 
might have 
dementia, 
but she's 
still Aun 
Sang Suu 
Kyi, okay?

No, she's 
always 
had a 
screw 
loose.

Aun Sang 
Suu Kyi's 
a babe.

She's 
much 
more 
than 
that.

She's 
smart, 

cultured, 
comes from 

a good 
family.  And 

a tragic 
heroine 

to boot!



Even after 
she fell, 

your mom 
wasn't this 

out of it.

But she did 
claim her 
hospital bed 
was full of 
rocks.

Oh,

Oh 
yeah, I 
forgot 
about 
that!

What' s What' s 
he try-he try-
ing to ing to 
do to do to 

me!? me!? 
That That 
boy!!boy!!

You You 
keep keep 
send-send-

ing me ing me 
damn damn 

rocks!rocks!

Look!  Look!  
I'm  I'm  

surrounded surrounded 
by them!by them!

It's 
must've 
been the 
hemiple-

gia.

It makes 
your body 
feel heavy…

Uh-huh.  
She was 
pissed.

Me?

I see… so 
that's 

where the 
delusions 
sprouted 

from!

So it was like 
a metaphor 
for being 

confined to 
the hospital?

How 
very 
madame 
Suu Kyi!



I told you, 
I'm taking 
you to an 

onsen.*

I'm on 
a boat 
to no-
where!

Nothing 
gets past 

me…

Hurry up 
and get in!

A 
Boat 

!?

She said 
you took 
her out 

on a 
boat.

Know 
what 
she 

 said, 
though 

?

Well…she 
has been 
stuck 

there for 
nine years.

*hot spring



I bet I bet 
this boy this boy 

will will 
take off take off 
running running 

once once 
we hit we hit 
land!land!

He put He put 
on a on a 
funny funny 
wig in wig in 

order to order to 
disguise disguise 
himself!himself!

He He 
always always 
takes takes 
the the 

stupid stupid 
route!route!

She 
doesn't 
think 
much 
of me, 
huh.

All because 
you said 

you'd have 
a lot of 
money 
coming 

your way 
in three 
months.

But at 
the time, 
I really 

meant it.

I feel 
like I'm 
sitting 
on that 
boat 
right 
now.

Ah…

Hello?

Oops, my 
cell's in 
my back 
pocket!

Jeez—

Lift 
your 
butt a 
little!

The 
hos-
pital 

called!

Things 
aren'T 

looking  
good.  

They said 
we should 
get there 

ASAP!

song: lyrics from the classic Chibi Maruko-chan theme song "Odoru Ponpokorin"



When it comes 
to saying 

inane things 
during serious 

situations, 
you've got us 

all beat.

"Pon-
pokor-

in?" 
What's 
that?

Some 
kind of 
dance 
move?

We all  
dance the 

Ponpokorin 
in the end.

But, 
you 

know 
what?

Uh-huh…
i guess.

A lot 
of…

Listen, 
I'm just 
saying, 
in the 

future…

Hey, 
shouldn't 

you change 
your ring-

tone?

…

What?What?



I I 
don' t don' t 
want want 
any-any-

one to one to 
come!come!

Pain be Pain be 
damned!damned!

Those Those 
kids will kids will 

just make just make 
things things 

worse!!worse!!

Make 
sure to 
aspirate 

her.

Well, 
I've got 
other 

patients 
to check 

on.

They've 
still got 
a while 

until they 
arrive.

I called 
his cell, 

but…

will 
do…

…

okay



I told I told 
you, stop you, stop 
putting putting 

beetles in beetles in 
my mouth!my mouth!

Auughh!Auughh!

They' re They' re 
biting  biting  

my my 
throat!!throat!!

I know 
it hurts, 
but hang 
in there.You 

won't 
make it 
if we 
don't 

aspirate 
you.

You deserve 
my love…

My real…

Where are 
you? My 

real child…

Yeah, 
a kid…



Didn't she 
tell you 
she had a 

baby?

She even 
gave it a 
name and 

everything!

His 
name is 
Hikaru.

He was 
born three 
days ago, 

but…

Given my 
condition, 
I couldn't 
take 
care 
of him…

You over 
there— 

she's got 
it all 

wrong.

Hey,

She's just 
been con-

stipated for 
who knows 
how long.

But 
yester-
day…

She 
finally 

got 
it all 
out…

Gross! 
Good lord, 

Mom!

Why 
are you 
laughing 
at a time 
like this?

C'mon, she 
named her 
own shit!


