
I’ve always loved 
this photo.

Let’s see…

Which one?

The one of you 
in your wedding 

gown.
Careful, 

it’s fragile!

Quick!

C’mon!

What’s 
all that 
noise?

hello, ming* Houy!
Why so much stuff?

haven’t you heard? The Khmer Rouge 
are evacuating everybody. They say the 
Americans are going to bomb the city.

Pa! 
Pa!

*Ming: auntie (honorific used to address a woman who is older than oneself but 
younger than one’s parents)
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That’s no reason 
for you to be in 

this zone.

It’s like I 
told you…

My wife is about 
to give birth…

and I was in a 
hurry to get 

home.

Please, let 
me go.

I found this in his 
pocket, met!*

Listen, 
I’m…

Shut 
up!

Find met Kry 
and let him 

know!

Looks like we might 
have our CIA spy.

What? 
but…

*Met: comrade26



hurry!

You’re a doctor?

Yes.

That’s what I was 
trying to tell you. here…

Go, 
quickly!

I don’t 
understand…

There’s 
nothing to 
understand. 
Just go!

27



Met! Where’s 
the spy?

I let him go, 
Met. He was 
innocent.

how 
do you 
know?

he said so.

These imperialist 
dogs have 
no say!

Come, we 
have orders 
to evacuate 
the city!
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Don’t worry, I’m 
sure you’ll find them. 

Good luck!

Thank 
you for 
the rice!

everybody’s 
panicking…

Will we have 
to leave, 

too?

Pa! ma! The Houys have 
left their home!

It’s because of 
the Khmer Rouge. 
Mey was just here.

What are we going 
to do, Pa?

We need to  
keep calm.

We’ll wait for 
Khim to get 

back.
but we’ll start
 packing. you 
never know…
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Phara! What are
 you doing in that 

outfit?

I’m getting ready 
to leave, like 
everybody else.

You can’t go 
outside in those 

clothes!

Why 
not?

The communists are in charge 
now! Go get changed-you’ll only 

attract unwanted attention!
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Lina!
Khim!

At last!
The situation is 

becoming dangerous!

I’m lucky that soldier 
      let me go!

A CIA spy? What 
a crazy idea.

So you 
see…

Love, I think we 
should leave the 
photo album here.

everybody ready? Have 
we forgotten anyone?

Are you 
sure?

Pa, wait!
Reth is missing.
 I’ll go get him!
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I was sure I’d 
find you here.

I’m gonna have 
to Leave the 

scooter behind.

Can’t you 
just bring it?

Pa says 
it’s too 

complicated.

Don’t worry. 
We’ll be back in 
three days!

That’s 
true…

I’ll leave the key in the 
ignition. If somebody steals 

it, at least it won’t 
get damaged!
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Residents of Phnom Penh, 
our capital has been 

liberated by our courageous 
and victorious armed forces!

THe NEW DEMoCRATIC KAmPUCHeA



SEIzURe of Phnom Penh 
by ThE KhmeR RoUGE

A few days before seizing the capital, 
Khmer Rouge forces surrounded and 
shelled the Republican army’s defenses. 
on April 17, 1975, the revolutionaries 
finally entered Phnom Penh and took 
power. In the hours that followed, 
they evacuated the city.

Floating 
Mines

Mekong 
River

TV relay station 

French 
embassy

Republican 
defense positions

American 
embassy

Khmer Rouge attacks



You must leave the 
city before nightfall! 
The Americans are 
planning to bomb.

everyone must
take the monivong 

bridge!

Follow the 
orders…
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of the most 
correct…

and… clear-sighted 
army!

Unbelievable! 
everyone is actually 

leaving!

Pa! What are those 
people doing?

They’re looting shops 
that were abandoned 

by their owners.

This is war. People are 
stocking up any way 

they can.

36



Grandma Som, 
I’m scared!

I’m here, 
my dear.

Look, something’s 
burning!

It can’t 
be!

banknotes! They’re throwing 
money into the fire!

This is 
insanity!

Pa, did you see 
the soldiers 

dressed in black?

They must 
be the Khmer 

Rouge.
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