
The Tono region 
lies in the west-

ern half of what is 
now called Kamihei 

province. The land is 
a plain surrounded 

by mountains.

Under the new administra-
tive structure, the region 

has been split into one 
city, Tono, and ten villages, 

Tsuchibachi, Tsukumoushi, 
Matsuzaki, Aozasa, Kamigo, 
Otomo, Ayaori, Masuzawa, 

Miyamori, and Tassobe.

You call 
this a 

road?!



To reach Tono, take the 
steam train to the station 
at Hanamaki. From there, 
cross the Kitakami river 
and follow Saru-ga-Ishi 

river east for some 
fifty kilometers. 

Look at that. 
It really is a 

big basin.  

Just like 
Yanagita 

said.



Mt. Hayachi, Mt. Rokkoshi, and Mt. Ishigami are called the Three 
Mountains of Tono. Three young goddesses took up residence 
in these mountains. The women of Tono are warned not to 
wander there for fear of arousing their divine jealousy.

It’s said deep 
inside live 
mountain-
folk called 

Yamabito.

Kahei Sasaki is a 
man of Wano, in 
Tochinai village. 

When he was young, 
he used to hunt in 
these mountains…

Is someone 
there?



What are 
you doing 

here…?  

Not bad. 
Brought ‘er 
down with 
one shot.



She’s 
huge!!!

This has to 
be one of 

them Yama 
Onna!

I’ll take 
her hair as 

a trophy.

Proud of himself, Kahei stuffed the hair in 
his chest pocket. On his way home, he was 
suddenly exhausted. He nestled against a 
rock and took a nap.

A little 
while 

later…


