


It’s been a month… since the verdict.

I’ve already been to the hospital 
twice…

but the bills are more 
than I can handle.

When I first 
tested positive…

I was calm. So calm that 
the nurse at the 
clinic said…

she’d never met any-
one like me.



You see, I’d had my suspicions. I’d thought: “What if…what if I had 
rotten luck…?”

Maybe that’s why I’d 
taken the news so 
well.

There were plenty of situations 
where I could have contracted it.

I knew I wasn’t straight 
from a very young age.

I didn’t have much 
trouble…

accepting my sexuality. From that point on, I 
lived recklessly.



Rather than having a steady 
relationship…

I had a lot of one-night stands.

I can’t tell anyone now… and this burden is too big 
for me to carry on my own.

I’m worried about my 
family.

They have no idea. What if I transmit the disease 
to them?

That’s my biggest fear.



As long as I don’t share a razor 
or toothbrush, the nurse said I 
don’t have to worry…

but I can’t help feeling 
anxious…

I feel bad even putting my 
spoon in the stew.

If I just kept this as a 
secret…

and went quietly…

wouldn’t it be better for 
everyone?

whenever I eat 
with my family.



Sometimes though…  I think life is truly 
unfair.

Not being straight 
is a big enough 
burden…

but to find out I’m HIV 
positive…

Because the world is 
such a cruel place…

because it’s unfair to 
die this way…

I sometimes want to 
transmit it to anyone I 
come across.

I’m still too young… I’ve never even experi-
enced love…



Even though I think about dying 
every single day…

because I feel sorry for 
my parents…

because there’s 
still so much I 
want to do…

because I feel sorry for 
myself, every day is a 
struggle.

But I guess it will only get 
harder from now on?

At least I’m not on 
meds and I don’t show 
any symptoms.

But how long will this 
last?

… What thoughts will fill 
my day tomorrow?



Maybe it’d be better if I don’t wake up tomorrow…



“The Life” is based on an anonymous guest’s comment that was posted on a 
forum on www.daum.net in 2003.


