Interlude 1
O
The company that occupies
the first through fourth floors of the building
has a secret name,

A
This name is never spoKen aloud
and almost never written down,
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A few people have seen its syllables,
at night, in confidence.
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Those who see it are S F Y
said to be changed forever, f il
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Others rise 50 fast in the company that they ascend to the fifth floor
and few ever see them again.
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The office building had miserly vents and faylty air conditioning.
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d_ The inhabitants of the building breathed air
that their predecessors had breathed years ago.
Some argue (X ®
‘ that breathing this air WY =N WY o0
perpetuated a sense of tradition s
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One day a woman on the fourth floor began to grow a vine in her office. |
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But she so hated the austere look of her office 5 \§ (
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The instant she placed the vine in a corner, on top of a
filing cabinet, she felt better; as if she could breathe again.
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He always smelled of lighter fluid
for some reason.
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-A‘t first, the vine blanched

She felt guilty, =
gave it more soil,
added fertilizer, g .
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For months the vine refused to grow,
or die- = 'S 52" t
> N 77 A2

She watered it @utomatically, in much the same way she stapled papers together
or answered the telephone or had lunch with her boyfriend. 7
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“THer boyfriend ignored the vine, his disregard a palpable presence in the room,
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Perfume? Air freshene
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It smelled vaguely of honeysuckKle,
of fresh berries, of vanilla, but ff
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